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Hart County Board of Assessors

P.O. Box 810

165 W. Franklin Street

Hartwell, GA  30643

Board Members:  

James McMullan, Chairman

Anne Thompson

Lloyd Cowart

Ronda Starks

Garner Peck

The Hart County Board of Assessors met Thursday, January 21, 2010 for a regularly scheduled meeting at the GMASS office building. Those in attendance were Board of Assessor members: James McMullan, Chairman, Anne Thompson (Arrived Late at 9:08 A.M.), Lloyd Cowart, Garner Peck & Ronda Starks. Also in attendance were Rebecca Duncan, Chief Appraiser, Bruce Grant, Associate Chief Appraiser, Gary Kappeler, Secretary, GMASS and members of the public.

Gary Kappeler took minutes for this meeting.  

Mr. McMullan, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.

Mr. Cowart opened with prayer. 

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve agenda as amended. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent (Mrs. Thompson not present).

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to accept the January 14th minutes as amended. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion passed by 4-0 consent (Mrs. Thompson not present).

Revaluation Update

Members of GMASS were not present but a handout was given to the board by Mrs. Duncan regarding GMASS’ progress. The handout informed the board that GMASS was finalizing schedules and tables and they would be ready by next week’s meeting on January 28th 2010. The handout also suggested to the board to not vote on accepting the values until just before the notices go out, as edit reports will be ran until then and it may affect some of the values.

Public Communications

Mrs. Duncan informed the board of Mr. Brannon’s error and relief situation and gave her recommendation to the board, Mr. Brannon was in attendance.  Mrs. Duncan went through the steps that were taking during the process and informed the board that no error was made by the Tax Assessor’s office.

Mr. Cowart recommended to the board that Mr. Brannon’s request for refund continue forward to the BOC and that he saw no fault by the Tax Assessor’s office.

Mrs. Duncan informed the board of Mr. Kotal’s conservation use appeal. Mr. Kotal was not present. 

Mr. Grant informed the board of his reason for denying Mr. Kotal conservation use application and advised the board that contacting the county attorney may be necessary. Mr. Grant’s reason for denying Mr. Kotal conservation was that he believed it to be a breach of the covenant due to ownership change and size of the parcels.

Those parcels are listed as followed; C32-106, C32-107, C33-007, C33-007-001, C33-007-002, C33-007-003, and C33-007-004.

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart that a potential breach of covenant letter be sent to Mr. Kotal along with an explanation. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Starks. Motion was passed with unanimous consent. 

Presentation

At 9:55 A.M. Mr. Hulsey, a guest speaker and attorney, spoke with the board about the appeal process and the best way to handle it. Mr. Hulsey also informed the board that careful consideration and critique must be applied to GMASS’ work before being adopted by the board.

Mrs. Range, an attorney who works for Mr. Hulsey, informed the board that the best checklist to use is the procedural manual set by the Department Of Revenue. The board was also advised to have all of the BOE meetings recorded for better accuracy and to prevent confusion.

Mr. Cowart made a motion to adjourn the regularly scheduled meeting at 12:00 P.M.  Motion was seconded by Mrs. Thompson. Motion passed by unanimous consent.

The next special called meeting for the Board of Assessors will be Thursday January 28th at 9:00 A.M.
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* Documents are attached to the original minutes in the Tax Assessors Office. 

