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Hart County Board of Assessors

P.O. Box 810

165 W. Franklin Street

Hartwell, GA  30643

Board Members:  

James McMullan, Chairman

Anne Thompson

Lloyd Cowart

Ronda Starks

Garner Peck

The Hart County Board of Assessors met Thursday, October 28th, 2010 for a Regular Called meeting that was postponed from October 21st at the administration building. Those in attendance were Board of Assessor members: James McMullan, Chairman, Anne Thompson (not present), Lloyd Cowart, Garner Peck & Ronda Starks. Those also in attendance were Rebecca Duncan, Chief Appraiser, Bruce Grant, Associate Chief Appraiser Gary Kappeler, Secretary, and members of the public.

Gary Kappeler took minutes for this meeting.  

Mr. McMullan, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.

Mr. Peck opened with prayer. 

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve agenda as presented. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by 3-0 consent (Mrs. Starks not present during voting) (Mrs. Thompson was absent).

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve minutes for October 7th, 2010 meeting as amended. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent (Mrs. Thompson was not present).

The board took a 3 minutes recess at 11:20.

Revaluation Update

The county attorney came to discuss the temporary collection order with the board.

Motion was made by Mr. Peck to approve the 2010 temporary collection order based upon the 2008 Tax Digest, as adjusted for changes in ownership, and with current 2010 value adjustments for newly created improvements, newly discovered improvements, newly created parcels, and new construction. Motion was seconded by Mr. Cowart. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mrs. Thompson was not present)

Mrs. Duncan presented the board with the next batch of appeals including; 69, 21-day notices and 158 appeals to be sent to the BOE.

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to accept the 69, 21-day notices. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Starks. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mrs. Thompson was not present)

Motion was made by Mr. Peck to forward 158 appeals to the BOE. Motion was seconded by Mr. Cowart. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mrs. Thompson was not present)

Mrs. Duncan informed the board that the whole office (with the exception of Tony who is an appraiser I, he is doing field work) is currently working on the 2009 digest per the BOC’s request, resulting in a downturn of other office work including the mobile home digest which would not be ready by November 15th.

Mrs. Duncan informed the board that the BOE hearings would begin November 8th-19th for the first batch of appeals.

Mr. Cowart stated that the disqualification questionnaires that were sent to the BOE have not been returned to the Board of Assessor’s.

The associate chief appraiser gave a presentation to the board recommending the approval of several schedule changes.

The first recommended schedule change was for Murray Avenue to change the lot value from $17,000 to $14,000 with an excess unit size adjustment of .25. This new schedule would affect the following parcels: I57l-043, I57L-138, I57P-005, I57P-007, I57P-008, I70I-016, I70I-017, I70I-018, I70I-019, I70I-033, I70I-034, I70I-035, I70I-036, I70I-037, I70I-038, I70I-041, I70I-042, I70I-043, I70I-044, I70I-046, I70I-047, I70I-051, I70M-009, I70M-010, I70M-011, I70M-012, I70M-013, and I70M-014.

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve the schedule change for Murray Avenue changing the lot value from $17,000 to $14,000 with an excess unit size adjustment of .25 to affect the aforementioned parcels based on the associate chief appraiser’s recommendation. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Starks. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mrs. Thompson was not present)

The second recommended schedule change was for Idlewood Acres to change the price per acre from $11,500 to $20,000 per lot in order to make it more comparable with the Fernwood schedule. This new schedule would affect the following parcels: C69A-092, C69A-093, C69A-104, C69C-015, C69C-017, C69C-019, C69C-020, C69C-021, C69C-022, C69C-025, C69C-026, and I69E-042.

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve the schedule change for Idlewood Acres to change the price per acre from $11,500 to $20,000 per lot in order to make it more comparable to Fernwood which would affect the aforementioned parcels based on the associate chief appraiser’s recommendation. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mrs. Thompson was not present)

The third recommended schedule change was for Holly Hills to change the size adjustment for excess units over 2 acres to .25. This new schedule change would affect the following parcels: C42-045 through C42-082, C42-082-001, and C42-083 through C42-086.

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve the schedule change for Holly Hills to change the size adjustment for excess units over 2 acres to .25 which would affect the aforementioned parcels based on the associate chief appraiser’s recommendation. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Starks. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mrs. Thompson was not present)

The fourth recommended schedule change was for the EJ Reeves/Suburban Heights area to change it to the same rate as the Vandiver Stillwater schedule, which would change it from a rural land schedule to an urban land schedule and set the value per lot at $11, 500 as it is with neighboring lots. This new schedule would affect the following parcels: C69A-094 through C69A-100 and C69C-027, C69C-066, C69C-067, C69C-068, C69D-001 through C69D-004.

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve the schedule change for EJ Reeves/Suburban Heights area to make it the same rate as Vandiver Stillwater schedule, form the rural land schedule to the urban land schedule to set the lot value at $11,500 which would affect the aforementioned parcels based on the associate chief appraiser’s recommendation. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Starks. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mrs. Thompson was not present)

The fifth recommended schedule change was for Athens Street to change the price per square foot from $3 per sq. ft. to $2.25 keeping the same size adjustment which would affect the following parcels: I57C-013 through I57C-020, I57C-062 through I57C-067, I57C-069, I57C-072, I57G-046, I57G-048, I57G-049, I57G-051, I57G-052, I57G-054, I57G-055, I57G-057, I57G-059, I57G-060, I57G-063, I57G-064, I57G-067, I57G-068, I57G-071, I57G-072, I57G-076, I57G-078, I57G-080, I57G-081, I57G-115, I57G-116, I57G-117, I57G-121, I57G-122, I57G-123, I57G-124, I57G-126, I57G-127, I57G-131, I57G-131, I57G-132, I57G-133, I57G-135, I57K-005, I57K-008, I57K-009, I57K-011, I57K-022, I57K-023, and I57K-024.

Motion was made by Mr. Peck to approve the schedule change for Athens Street to change the price per square foot from $3 to $2.25 which would affect the aforementioned parcels based on the associate chief appraiser’s recommendation. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Starks. Motion was passed by 3-0 consent. (Mrs. Thompson was not present) (Mr. Cowart sustained from voting because he had recently sold property in that area.)

The sixth recommended schedule change was for Phillips Subdivision to change the lot value from $10,000 to $5,000 per lot keeping the same size adjustments which would affect the following parcels: C07D-009 through C07D-021, C07D-038 through C07D-043, C07D-075, C08B-123, C08B-124, C08B-125, and C08B-127 through C08B-132. 

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve the schedule change for Phillips Subdivision to change the lot value from $10,000 to $5,000 which would affect the aforementioned parcels based on the associate chief appraiser’s recommendation. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mrs. Thompson was not present)

The seventh recommended schedule change was for Shoal Creek Crossing back cove lots. The schedule would be changed to match the Lavonia Beach schedule which would change the base value from $120,000 to $160,000. This change would only affect one parcel: C26C-016.

The eighth recommended schedule change tied in with the seventh this was for Walter’s Way to also match the Lavonia Beach schedule which would change the base value of a point lot to $240,000, the base value of a cove lot to $200,000, and the base value of a back cove lot to $160,000. This change would affect the following parcels: C26C-053 through C26C-059, C26C-010-002, C26C-010-001, C26C-083 through C26C-089, C26C-089-001, and C26C-089-002.

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve the schedule changes for Shoal Creek Crossing back cove base value from $120,000 to $160,000 as well as Walter’s Way point base value to $240,000, cove base value to $200,000, and back cove base value to $160,000 based on the associate chief appraiser’s recommendation which would affect the aforementioned parcels. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mrs. Thompson was not present)

The ninth recommended schedule change was for Pineywoods which would change the point lot base value from $270,000 to $175,000, the cove lot base value from $270,000 to $140,000, and the back cove base value from $250,000 to $120,000 with no change to the interior lots. This change would affect the following parcels: C67F-203, C67F-204, C67F-205, C67F-208, C67F-209, C67F-219, C67F-220, C67F-223 through c67f-231, and C67F-234.

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve the schedule change for Pineywoods to change the base value of the point lot from $270,000 to $175,000, the cove base value from $270,000 to $140,000, and the back cove base value from $250,000 to $120,000 which would affect the aforementioned parcels based on the chief appraiser’s recommendation. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mrs. Thompson was not present)

Public Communication

Mrs. Starks gave her thanks to the associate chief appraiser for his visual presentation of the schedule changes.

Mr. Peck gave his thanks to the associate chief appraiser for working with him for several hours prior to the meeting so he could better understand the requested schedule changes.

Mr. Cowart issued his thanks to the associate chief appraiser as to how the new schedules are accurately applying to the 2009 and 2010 digest and for his diligence in revising the schedules.

The board opened the floor for public comment.

Mr. Libershal was representing a property owner and had several questions as to the process of the appeals and the temporary collection order.

Mr. Cowart made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting at 11:50 A.M. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion passed by 4-0 consent (Mrs. Thompson was not present).

The next regular scheduled meeting for the Board of Assessors will be Thursday November 4th at 9:00 A.M.
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* Documents are attached to the original minutes in the Tax Assessors Office. 

