Hart County Water & Sewer Utility Authority

Called Meeting November 25, 2008

The Hart County Water & Sewer Utility Authority met November 25, 2008 at 5:30 pm in the Hart County Administrative & Emergency Services Center in a joint meeting with the Hart County Board of Commissioners.   Members Wade Carlton, Jerry Cleveland, Larry Haley, Michael Partlow and Dave Stafford were in attendance.  Legal Counsel Walter Gordon and Director Pat Goran were also present.  Guests attending the meeting included Gordon Stutts, William Barnes and Jerry Cannady.
Mr. Stafford asked the BOC to fund 100% of the project cost for the 29 Highway water project.  Mr. Reyen responded that the original agreement was that the Authority would fund the first $500,000; the BOC would then fund $500,000 in December, and $125,000 per month for the first four months of 2009.  With the project cost at about $750,000, Mr. Reyen suggested that the BOC should only fund $500,000 and made such a motion.  The motion died from lack of second.

Mr. Cannady made a comment.

Mr. Oglesby then made a motion to move forward with the original agreement.  This motion died from lack of second.

After further discussion, Mr. Oglesby then made another motion to fund $700,000 for this project with $500,000 available in December and $100,000 per month available in January and February.  Commissioner Reyen provided a second to the motion and the motion passed 3-0.

Mr. Stafford then explained other proposed water projects including the southwestern system expansion on Royston Highway from Hartwell to Royston, the Rocky Ford area, and the potential to install groundwater wells for water supply at County lands near I-85 and on Reed Creek Highway.  He also discussed the potential for a referendum to see if the taxpayers would be willing to pay an additional property tax to borrow moneys for water system expansions.

Mr. Goran explained that the southwestern system expansion project is currently estimated at $2,300,000 and may be eligible for partial grant funding.  He also explained that the Rocky Ford project is estimated at $1,000,000 and may also be eligible for partial grant funding.

Mr. Dorsey asked when the Authority can start their own construction crew and install their own water lines.  Mr. Goran explained that the Authority can not do this now because there is no guaranteed revenue stream to pay for the labor, materials and equipment to install the lines, but at some point in the future when revenues are sufficient this could be considered. 

Mr. Goran asked the Authority Board to proceed with the engineering on the Rocky Ford project.  There was some discussion about whether competitive bids should be obtained for these services.  No action was taken.

David Stafford, Chairman




Larry Haley, Secretary/ Treasurer
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