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Hart County Board of Assessors

P.O. Box 810
165 W. Franklin Street

Hartwell, GA  30643

Board Members:  
James McMullan, Chairman

Anne Thompson

Lloyd Cowart

Ronda Starks
Garner Peck 
DRAFT 
The Hart County Board of Assessors met Thursday, December 17, 2009 for a regular monthly meeting at the GMASS office building. Those in attendance were Board of Assessor members: James McMullan, Chairman, Anne Thompson, Lloyd Cowart, Garner Peck & Ronda Starks. Also in attendance were Rebecca Duncan, Chief Appraiser, Missy Carter, Secretary, GMASS and members of the public.
Missy Carter took minutes for this meeting.  

Mr. McMullan, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.
Mr. Cowart opened with prayer. 

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve the agenda as presented. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by unanimous consent. (4-0, Mrs. Thompson wasn’t present)
Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve the December 3rd minutes as amended and the December 10th minutes as presented. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by unanimous consent. (4-0, Mrs. Thompson wasn’t present)
Revaluation Update
The latest update from ITOS is for parcels completed through 12/9/09. Once ITOS has an update available they put it on a file transfer serve for Terrell Partain to download and then update the county computers. The Board discussed how GIS is such an important tool for mass appraisals and that we are now benefiting from this technology even with the limited read only capabilities. We are currently running ESRI 9.2 software and should be running 9.3, however, due to the software real key being downloaded onto another county computer and then boxed and put away the maintenance was not paid and the updates were not performed. In order to get the maximum use of the GIS, another software package purchase will be required as well as to continue with the necessary maintenance updates.  
Mr. McCormick of GMASS reported that Mrs. Reese of GMASS was able to develop three additional neighborhoods for rural land schedule with the new qualified sales discovered using the GIS technology. Mrs. Reese is approximately 75% complete with the small acreage schedule and approximately 90% complete on the large acreage schedule. Mr. Ghorley has approximately 1,600 to 1,800 parcels remaining to be reviewed from the original 5,000 parcels which were quality controlled with only about 2,800 actually being adjusted. Mr. Ghorley will have those changes for the office staff next week. Mr. McCormick also discussed the possibility of having a maintenance contract which would allow GMASS to offer training and expertise.

Mrs. Duncan informed the Board and the public that the qualified sales are now up for viewing on the county website and that any changes made will be updated.

Public Communications

Mr. McMullan encouraged Board members to continue distributing the 2009 property tax schedule brochures. Mr. McMullan discussed providing future publicity for services that will be available to those property owners who will be filing for the limited income homestead exemption application. The ½ page ad featuring the 2009 property tax schedule was printed in today’s issue of the Hartwell Sun and Mr. McMullan will be a guest columnist in next weeks Hartwell Sun discussing any updates and the schedule.
Mr. McMullan and Mr. Grant had a very successful informative session on local cable television show Back Talk Live. 
Mapping
Mrs. Duncan reported that at this time ITOS has 199 parcels in hand and that there are 26 parcels ready to be sent for mapping. The current mismatch list contains 638 parcels which includes the 199 parcels that ITOS has, the 26 that are ready to be sent to ITOS, 174 conservation use and city limit zoning parcels, 209 parcels that are already mapped in the 12/09/09 layer. Leaving only 30 parcels with 15 of those parcels being those with little or no information, cemeteries, exempt properties, no legal descriptions or plat information is wrong or not recorded at all. Gary is still working on the other 15 parcels. 
Mr. Cowart made a motion to recess the meeting. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion passed by unanimous consent.

Meeting was reconvened at 2:14 P.M. at the County Commissioner’s Office.

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to enter executive session at 2:14 P.M. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by unanimous consent.

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to adjourn executive session at 3:50 P.M. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by unanimous consent.

There being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Cowart to adjourn meeting. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by unanimous consent.

The next meeting of the Board of Assessors will be Thursday December 17th at 9:00 A.M 
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* Documents are attached to the original minutes in the Tax Assessors Office. 
