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Hart County Board of Assessors

P.O. Box 810

165 W. Franklin Street

Hartwell, GA  30643

Board Members:  

James McMullan, Chairman

Anne Thompson

Lloyd Cowart

Ronda Starks

Garner Peck 

The Hart County Board of Assessors met Wednesday, February 24th, 2010 for a Special Called meeting at the GMASS office building. Those in attendance were Board of Assessor members: James McMullan, Chairman, Anne Thompson, Lloyd Cowart, Garner Peck & Ronda Starks. Also in attendance were Rebecca Duncan, Chief Appraiser, Bruce Grant, Associate Chief Appraiser, Gary Kappeler, Secretary, GMASS and members of the public.

Gary Kappeler took minutes for this meeting.  

Mr. McMullan, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 9:04 A.M.

Mrs. Starks opened with prayer. 

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve agenda as amended. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by unanimous consent.

Revaluation Update

The board discussed meeting Tuesday March 2nd at 1:00 P.M. to vote on the approval of values for the assessment notices.

Mr. Cowart stated his concerns in releasing a draft copy of the values to the public days before the approval of the final values.

A vote was taken by the board on whether or not to release the draft values to the public before the approval of the final values. The board declined to release the draft copies of the values to the public by a vote of 4 to 1 with Mr. McMullan being the lone board member voting in favor to release the documents.

It is noted that Mr. Neagle refused the draft information offered by the BOA chairman Mr. McMullan prior to BOA voting.

Mrs. Duncan gave the board a hand out of the final insert pertaining to the revaluation.

Public Communications

Mr. Cowart reiterated to the board the importance of putting an ad in the Hartwell Sun regarding the proper step in filing an appeal and to also make the public aware of when the values are approved. 

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to include an accommodation to Mrs. Duncan and Mr. Grant for their diligence during the Mr. Cawthorn court case. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed with unanimous consent.

Mr. Cowart also stated his support for the appraisal staff and their work that has been done this year.

Conservation Approval and Other Matters

Mr. Grant informed the board of the Mr. Cawthorn court case and the winning outcome received by the Tax Assessor’s office.

Mrs. Duncan presented the board with an estimated list of how much new construction is left for review for the 2010 digest.

Mrs. Duncan gave the board the conservation application for 3 parcels of land that had been recommended for approval by Mr. Grant they were given to the board for review and approval. These parcels are listed as followed:

C39A-108, C36-046, and C19-101.

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve the conservation for the 3 parcels (C39A-108, C36-046, and C19-101). Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed with unanimous consent.

Mrs. Duncan also gave the board a group of 5 conservation applications that were recommended for denial by Mr. Grant per field visit. These parcels are listed as followed: C22-073-004, C64C-009, C67E-042, C30-074-002, and C14-023-001.

Motion was made by Mrs. Thompson to deny the following parcels (C22-073-004, C64C-009, C67E-042, C30-074-002, and C14-023-001), for conservation use. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by unanimous consent.

Mrs. Duncan also informed the board of the Mr. Kotal conservation issue.

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to allow Mr. Grant to re-review the new circumstances presented by Mr. Ridgeway, Mr. Kotal’s attorney, and then to allow the information to go to the county attorney for further review. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Thompson. Motion was passed with unanimous consent.

Mr. Cowart made a motion to adjourn the special called meeting at 3:29 P.M. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion passed by unanimous consent.

The next regularly scheduled meeting for the Board of Assessors will be Thursday February 4th at 9:00 A.M.
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* Documents are attached to the original minutes in the Tax Assessors Office. 

