HART COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH

QUARTERLY MEETING

MAY 8, 2008

County                                 Hart
Date/Time of Meeting         05/08/2008@01:30 PM
Place of Meeting                 Hart County Library
Type of Meeting                 X Regular

                                            __Special___

Members Present:              Clyde McDowell, Dr. Anthony Lau, Dr. Max 

                                           Daughtry, Mr. Tray Hicks, Mr. David Hicks and

                                           Ms. Thelma Estrich.

Was a Quorum Present      Yes       __NO

Members Absent:              Mr. Dan Reyen

Staff Attending:                Rhonda Dyar, David Leard and Pat Brake

Members from District:    Dr. Westfall (Director District 2), Gregg Sheffield

                                          (District 2 Administration) Karen Palmer (area 

                                          Nurse Manager), Cail Collins (District 2 

                                          Environmental Health) 

Visitor:                             Megan Davis (Hartwell Sun)

                                         Donna Sue Campbell (District 2 Liaison)

The meeting was called to order at: 01:35pm

By:    Clyde McDowell / Chairman Board of Health

 Chairman McDowell asked for any additions or deletions to the minutes of the prior meeting. There being none, he then asked for a motion for approval of the minutes. Mr. Tray Hicks made a motion, all were in favor, ( Dr. Daughtry, Dr. Anthony Lau) motion carried.
 Dr. Westfall made a quick introduction of Donna Sue Campbell, LCSW, who is the Public Health Liaison for the District. She interfaces with doctors’ offices, hospitals, and other healthcare providers to make them aware of PH issues, PH programs, and to encourage them to provide required information to assist Public Health in its work. As part of the Public Health 101 series for Board education Donna spoke about the role of Epidemiology. (see attached PowerPoint slides) 
OLD BUSINESS: None at this time

NEW BUSINESS:  Dr. Westfall presented the Financial Narrative and the spread sheets (see hand out). He also presented the proposed budget for FY 09, indicating that it was very “tight” and would be difficult to meet if there were any unforeseen expenses or downturn in revenue. He expressed his gratitude to all of those who took the time to contact their elected officials about the need for additional financial support for local Public Health. He also commended the staff on maintaining a positive, caring attitude in spite of all of the obstacles they have faced because of the decrease in staff and the large workload.
After discussion by the Board, Chairman McDowell asked for motion to accept the budget.

Mr. David Hicks made a motion to approve the budget.
All were in favor, (Thelma Estrich, Dr. Daughtry, Dr. Lau) motion carried.
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT: ( see hand out)

Nine rabies investigations, only one raccoon tested positive.

David Leard encouraged people that have pets to be sure they get vaccinated. He also stated that his department has been busier the first part of May than they have been the last several months.
NURSES REPORT: 

Rhonda stated that clinical services have decreased about 27% because of lack of staffing, and that there are long delays for new appointments. Some patients have had to be referred to health departments in surrounding counties, though some of them also have capacity issues. 

Rhonda requested Board approval to have an Employee Appreciation Day on May 23, 2008 and stated that staff members were raising or donating money to cover the cost.
Thelma Estrich made a motion to approve the request, and it was approved unanimously. Several Board members gave cash contributions to Rhonda to help support the event. Chairman McDowell asked for a resolution from the Board indicating their appreciation for all of the efforts of the staff during such challenging times, and this was passed unanimously as well. Several members of the Board expressed appreciation to Dr. Westfall for his efforts on behalf of the Hart County Health Department and its staff.
There being no further business, Chairman McDowell asked for a motion to adjourn. 

Thelma Estrich made a motion, which was passed unanimously, and the meeting adjourned at 02:15pm
Next meeting: August 14, 2008

______________________                                 ________________
Clyde McDowell/Chairman                                 Pat Brake
