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Hart County Board of Assessors

P.O. Box 810
165 W. Franklin Street

Hartwell, GA  30643

(706) 376-3997
Board Members:  

Lowell Macher, Chairman

Anne Thompson

                Garner Peck 

                 Jim Dennis
                   Bill Capie

The Hart County Board of Assessors met Thursday, August 4, 2011 for a regular scheduled meeting at the Hart County Library. Those in attendance were Board of Assessor members: Lowell Macher, Chairman, Garner Peck, Jim Dennis & Bill Capie. Wayne Patrick, Chief Appraiser, Missy Dove, Secretary and members of the public.
Missy Dove & Mr. Dennis took minutes for the meeting.

Mr. Macher, chairman, called the meeting to order at 4:35 p.m.
Mr. Macher opened with prayer
Motion was made by Mr. Macher to approve the agenda as amended to include an executive session to interview two candidates. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by unanimous consent. 
Motion was made by Mr. Peck to approve the 7/14/11 minutes as presented. Motion was seconded by Mr. Dennis. Motion was passed by unanimous consent. 
Motion was made by Mr. Dennis to approve the 7/18/11 minutes as presented. Motion was seconded by Mr. Capie. Motion was passed by unanimous consent.

Motion was made by Mr. Dennis to approve the 7/20/11 minutes as presented. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by unanimous consent.

Appeals Update

Mr. Patrick discussed a report that he will be using to track the Board of Equalization’s (BOE) final decisions. Mr. Patrick explained that the BOE decisions had been entered into Win Gap, but had not been logged into the appeal screen. The final decision information must be entered into the appeal screen in order to use this report. Mr. Patrick plans to have the BOE final decisions entered into Win Gap by the 8/22/11 work session. 
Motion was made by Mr. Peck to accept 451 appeals to be forwarded to the BOE and 418 appeals with changes for 21 day notices. Motion was seconded by Mr. Dennis. Motion was passed by unanimous consent.
Mr. Patrick discussed the conversation he had with Vicki Lambert concerning the 2009 digest and that the 5% below rule is no longer in effect. 
Personal Property

Mr. Patrick explained that once the office is caught up that a personal property audit will be discussed then.

Motion was made by Mr. Peck to send out 2011 personal property reporting forms. Motion was seconded by Mr. Dennis. Motion was passed by unanimous consent.

Cost & Availability of Information

Mr. Patrick discussed selling the digest disk and doesn’t feel that this information should be available until the state approves such digest. The information is public record and there is not a lot of expense in creating these disks. Mr. Patrick has received an opinion from the County Attorney that it is ok to hold such information until it is approved at the state level.
Motion was made by Mr. Peck to develop a policy that beginning with the 2010 digest that information be held until such time that those values are approved by the Board of Assessors. Motion was seconded by Mr. Capie. Motion was passed by unanimous consent.

Chief Appraiser’s Report
Mr. Patrick discussed the importance of upgrading three computers and adding a second monitor to each work station, limited office space, need for storage and floor covering. 
Motion was made by Mr. Dennis to close the public meeting and enter into executive session. Motion was seconded by Mr. Capie. Motion was passed by unanimous consent.

The Board of Assessors interviewed the potential candidates (Lamar & Gary).

Motion was made by Mr. Peck to end the executive session and go back into public session. Motion was seconded by Mr. Dennis. Motion was passed by unanimous consent.

Motion was made by Mr. Capie to allow Mr. Macher, Chairman, to represent the Board of Assessors in presenting the candidates discussed and making any necessary adjustments for experience, pay grade, etc. deemed necessary by the Board of Commissioners. Motion was seconded by Mr. Dennis. Motion was passed by unanimous consent. 

Motion was made by Mr. Peck to accept Lamar & Gary’s employment applications and to hire them providing the Board of Commissioners agrees to our request we will make at the 8/9/11 Board of Commissioner meeting. Motion was seconded by Mr. Capie. Motion was passed by unanimous consent.

Motion was made by Mr. Dennis adjourn the meeting. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by unanimous consent.








Absent




Lowell Macher, Chairman


Anne Thompson

Garner Peck




Jim Dennis
Bill Capie
* Documents are attached to the original minutes in the Tax Assessors Office.

