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Hart County Board of Assessors

P.O. Box 810
165 W. Franklin Street

Hartwell, GA  30643

(706) 376-3997
Board Members:  

Lowell Macher, Chairman

                 Jim Dennis
Bill Capie

              Jerry McHan

             Bobbie Busha
The Hart County Board of Assessors met Thursday, January 17, 2013 for a regular scheduled meeting in the conference room of the new Tax Assessors office. Those in attendance were Board of Assessors members: Lowell Macher, Chairman, Jim Dennis, Bill Capie, Bobbie Busha, and Jerry McHan. Wayne Patrick, Chief Appraiser, Lamar Dalton, and Brad Goss were present for the Assessors Office. Mr. Lake Morriss, from the Hartwell Sun, County Attorney Walter Gordon, and several members of the public were present also.











Lamar Dalton took minutes for the meeting.


















Chairman Macher called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. and welcomed everyone in attendance. 

Due to Missy Dove’s absence a motion was made to table three items on the agenda.
 1. approval of minutes of December 12, 2012 meeting





2. exempt status application









3. County line issue
A motion was made by Mr. Mchan to accept the agenda with tabled items and litigation  added to executive session. Mr. Dennis seconded, the motion was passed 4-0. Ms. Busha was not yet in attendance.





Mr. Macher then opened discussion on the appointment of Chairman of the Board of Assessors for 2013. Mr. Macher stated he would step down if there was someone interested in the position. Mr. McHan moved to reappoint Mr. Macher as Chairman, Mr. Dennis seconded, the vote was 4-0 .Ms Busha was not yet in attendance.
  
Discussion was opened at this time to the appointment of a new secretary for the Board. Mr. Mchan motioned to appoint Lamar Dalton, Mr. Dennis seconded, vote was  4-0. Ms. Busha was not yet in attendance.

















County Commissioner Bill Myers spoke to the board regarding procedural errors that occurred at the previous Board of Commissioners meeting concerning the hiring full time of two members of the appraisal staff. He explained the process for the re-vote at the next meeting. Mr. Macher stressed the importance of hiring these positions, both to the county and office. Mr. Bill Fogarty commented on the savings to the county in both time and money involved with these positions.




Conservation Use:









*Motion was made by Ms. Busha to approve 110 conservation use applications, Dr. Capie seconded, vote was 5-0











Mr. Patrick explained the benefits of the new conservation use overlays the office is installing.














2010, 2011, 2012 appeal update:









Mr. Brad Goss explained the totals for appeals and the various codes for the appeals.



*Motion was made by Mr. Dennis to forward 335 appeals to the Board of Equalization, Mr. McHan seconded, the vote was 5-0.
*Motion was called for a ratification vote of 30 day notices by Mr. McHan, seconded by Mr. Dennis. Dr. Capie questioned the entering of parcels to the list where no adjustments had been made. It was determined to have been a clerical error and the count for 30-day notices was corrected. The vote was then taken and 195 30-day notices were approved by 5-0 vote.


















Chief Appraiser’ Report:


Mr. Patrick submitted Garner Peck’s test scores to the board and confirmed his new grade as Appraiser 2.













Mr. Patrick then explained his plans for the county wide evaluation, with emphasis on city limits parcels taking precedent for 2013 in addition to normal schedule work. Mr. Patrick spoke of the work still to be done with final billing and assessment notices being mailed. Tentative plans are to start the revaluation of rural property in 2014. Mr. Patrick informed the Board he had received permission to bring in two outside appraisers to help enter deeds.

Mr. Macher explained the benefits to the county of bringing the revaluation on track.













Board of Assessor’s Report:

A discussion was opened as to the status of the Procedure Manual for the Assessor’s Office. Mr. Dennis stated work on the manual was to the point to where the staff will need to offer input as to the different procedures of each individual job. Mr. Macher addressed the fact the manual needed to be in place so the staff would have flow of continuity regardless of future boards. Mr. Dennis and Mr. Patrick countered that the majority of staff work is already mandated by legislation and the Department of Revenue. The manual will simply be a guideline for procedures already in place in the office. Mr. McHan stated the importance of having a manual for day to day operations and for future Board and staff members. Dr. Capie expressed a need for collecting, recording, and tracking data. Mr. Dennis requested a work session to move forward as soon as possible. All board members agreed to help.
*Mr. Macher requested a set time for future meetings. It was agreed to use the third Wednesday of each month at 9:00 a.m. unless otherwise noted. Other meetings will be posted as needed. Mr. Macher requested as many board members and citizens as possible present at the Board of Commissioners meeting next week to support the hiring of our two positions.











Public Comment


:







Mr. Bill Fogarty asked whether the appeal totals previously discussed were for all three years. Mr. Patrick assured Mr. Fogarty they were. Mr. Terry Chenowith  praised the office staff’s effort in handling appeals.



















*Motion was made by Mr. McHan to enter executive session for personnel and litigation. Mr. Dennis seconded. The motion passed by 5-0 vote. A motion to open executive session was entered by Mr. Dennis, seconded by Dr. Capie, and passed by 5-0 vote. Litigation, personnel, and a consent order matter were discussed during the session. Motion to adjourn the executive session was made by Mr. Dennis, seconded by Ms. Busha, was passed by 5-0 vote.


















Motion was made by Mr. McHan to re-open the public meeting, seconded by Mr. Dennis, and passed by 5-0 vote. There being no further business Mr. McHan motioned to close the meeting, Mr. Dennis seconded, the motion passed with 5-0 vote. The meeting adjourned at 12:22 p.m.

Lowell Macher, Chairman


Jim Dennis

Bill Capie




Bobbie Busha

Jerry McHan

* Documents are attached to the original minutes in the Tax Assessors Office.

