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Hart County Board of Assessors

P.O. Box 810

165 W. Franklin Street

Hartwell, GA  30643

Board Members:  

James McMullan, Chairman

Anne Thompson

Lloyd Cowart

Ronda Starks

Garner Peck

The Hart County Board of Assessors met Thursday, December 2nd, 2010 for a Regular meeting at the administration building. Those in attendance were Board of Assessor members: James McMullan, Chairman, Anne Thompson, Lloyd Cowart, Garner Peck & Ronda Starks (absent). Those also in attendance were Rebecca Duncan, Chief Appraiser, Gary Kappeler, Secretary, and members of the public.

Gary Kappeler took minutes for this meeting.  

Mr. McMullan, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 9:06 A.M.

Mr. Cowart opened with prayer.

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve agenda as amended. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by 3-0 consent. (Mrs. Starks and Mrs. Thompson were not present during voting)

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve minutes for November 17th, 2010 special called meeting as amended. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by 3-0 consent. (Mrs. Starks and Mrs. Thompson were not present during voting)

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve minutes for November 18th, 2010 meeting as presented. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by 3-0 consent. (Mrs. Starks and Mrs. Thompson were not present during voting)

Mr. and Mrs. Teasley as well as B&L Hartwell were on the agenda but could not make it in and requested to be put on one of the two meetings in January. 

Revaluation Update

Mr. Peck made his statement regarding the Juniper Court issue. Mr. Peck stated that there was no postmarked date on the envelope when he received the appeal so he spoke with someone at the post office who said that it was received on April 27th and that it should have taken a maximum of two days to receive it based on where it was sent from. Mr. Peck also stated that he could not find any evidence to prove it was sent before the April 23rd deadline. Mr. Peck then stated the he had the person he spoke with at the post office to stamp the date that it was received, which was April 27th, 2010, for confirmation.

Motion was made by Mr. Peck to not accept the Juniper Court appeal because it was not sent in a timely manner. Motion was seconded by Mr. Cowart. Motion was passed by 2-1 consent with Mr. Cowart casting his vote against the motion. (Mrs. Starks and Mrs. Thompson were not present during voting)

Mrs. Duncan presented the board with 205 appeals to be forwarded to the BOE and 95, 21-day notices to be sent on December 3rd.

Motion was made by Mr. Peck to forward the 205 appeals to the BOE. Motion was seconded by Mr. Cowart. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mrs. Starks was not present)

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to accept 95, 21-day notices. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mrs. Starks was not present)

Mrs. Duncan handed the board a spreadsheet of all of the resolved number of appeals and the total dollar amount of resolved appeals.

Mrs. Duncan gave the board a spreadsheet of the changes that have been made to property owner’s values based on the BOE decisions which documented the dollar change amount and what percentage of the total value was changed.

The board discussed the BOE process and the need to put a cap on the “will schedule later” date and not just leave it as an open ended process where the appellant can reschedule at any time.

Mr. Cowart stressed his concerns about two areas that had redline issues and requested that those two areas being, Powderbag Creek and Elrod’s Ferry, be given another look by the tax assessor’s office.

Public Communication

Mr. Cowart said there is no law or provision by state law to allow the BOA to relinquish their authority over the tax assessor’s office.

The board opened the floor for public comment.

Mr. Cowart made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:49A.M. Motion was seconded by Mr. Peck. Motion passed by 4-0 consent. (Mrs. Starks was not present)

The next regular scheduled meeting for the Board of Assessors will be Thursday December 16th, at 9:00 A.M.

James McMullan, Chairman


Anne Thompson

                                                                                  NOT PRESENT

Lloyd Cowart




Ronda Starks





Garner Peck




 




* Documents are attached to the original minutes in the Tax Assessors Office. 

