Hart County Board of Commissioners
May 10, 2011

5:30 p.m.

The Hart County Board of Commissioners met May 10, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. at the Hart County Administrative & Emergency Services Center.

Chairman Brandon Johnson presided with Commissioners William Myers and Daniel Reyen in attendance. 

1. Prayer

Prayer was offered by Chairman Johnson.

2. Pledge of Allegiance

Everyone stood in observance of the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Call to Order

Chairman Johnson called the meeting to order.

4. Welcome

Chairman Johnson welcomed those in attendance.

5. Approve Agenda

Commissioner Reyen moved to approve the agenda. Commissioner Myers provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

6. Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting

· 4/26/2011 Regular Meeting

Commissioner Myers moved to approve the April 26, 2011 minutes as corrected. Commissioner Reyen provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

7. Remarks By Invited Guests, Committees, Authorities

· Alice Worthan Presentation of New Crisis Stabilization Unit AVITA

Hart County Representative to the Community Service Board, Alice Worthan presented information on Avita Community Partners recently opened 16-bed crisis stabilization unit in Flowery Branch, Georgia. The CSU offers 16-beds operating 24-hours a day, seven days a week. Short-term residential psychiatric crisis care and medical detoxification is provided in a safe, therapeutic environment. Program services include medical care, client education and counseling, as well as referral and linkage for follow-up care and other community services. The Avita CSU provides a cost-effective alternative to hospitalization with a focus on retaining connections to family and community. 
Commissioner Myers questioned if there were plans to expand the bed count. Ms. Worthan stated not at this time. Commissioner Reyen moved to update the Memorandum of Agreement with AVITA Community Partners for office space on North College Street in Hartwell. The county furnishes office space for services, with a minimal maintenance fee of $500 monthly in lieu of rent. CA Caime gave a brief history on the local building leased to AVITA, stating a State grant had been used to construct the building approximately eight years ago to be used as a behavioral health facility.  The $500 monthly lease is retained in an account used for M & O of the building. Chairman Johnson provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

8. Reports By Constitutional Officers & Department Heads

· COC Frankie Gray Approval of Post Office Space Lease

COC Gray presented a request for renewal of a three-year lease of a room in the Hartwell Post Office his office uses for storage space. Chairman Johnson questions how long records are required to be retained. COC Gray stated the State Retention Schedule is followed, with some records required to be retained up to seventy years. COC Gray stated the use of this room has freed up room in the courthouse vault where space is very tight. The close proximity of the Post Office allows him to quickly access documents requested by the public.  Commissioner Reyen moved to approve the lease. COC Gray asked CA Gordon to ensure the required Certificate of Insurance was in order. Commissioner Myers provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 3-0.
9. County Administrator’s Report

CA Caime reported Commissioner Oglesby’s absence due to his continued recuperation from surgery and that Commissioner Dorsey was out of town due to his full-time employment.

CA Caime stated that Commissioner Dorsey asked that he announce that the Hart County Cub Scout Pack 28 has deemed the clean-up of Old Henry’s Church cemetery a community service project. Clean-up is scheduled to begin Saturday, May 21st.
CA Caime announced the Georgia DOT is seeking Hart County’s input on the STIP for Fiscal Years 2012-2015 in a meeting to be held at the Hart Administrative Emergency Services Building Monday, June 6, 2001 from 9:00-10:00 a.m.

10. Chairman’s Report
Chairman Johnson recognized Cub Scout Pack 28 for their efforts in the Old Henry’s Church cemetery clean-up.

11. Commissioners’ Reports

Commissioner Myers recognized students in the audience from former Mayor Beasley’s history class.

12. Consent Agenda

None

13. Old Business
a) Clarification of BOC’s role in Health Dept Ordinance

CA Gordon reported on Commissioner Reyen’s request for clarification on which agency has responsibility for enforcing ordinances impacting the public health through the County Health Department Ordinances recently adopted as a part of the County Ordinance book. CA Gordon responded that although the Board of Commissioners had adopted the Health Department ordinances into the County Code of Ordinances, the DCH and its agent have the authority to initiate or undertake or proceed to enforce compliance with its rules and regulations.  Commissioner Reyen questioned if the DCH has responsibility for granting variances. CA Gordon responded yes.

b) Bid Opening Rec Irrigation Well

Bids were opened and read for the Irrigation Well at the Clay Street Park from the following:
William O. Tucker, Inc.
$8.99 per foot

totaling $5,394.00

ACE Well Drilling Co.
$9.00 per foot

totaling $5,400.00

Herring Well Boring

$9.00 per foot

totaling $5,400.00

CA Caime recommended the low bidder of William O. Tucker, Inc. at $5,394.00. Commissioner Reyen moved to accept the William O. Tucker, Inc. bid of $5,394.00. Commissioner Myers provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

14. New Business

a) Letter of Support of GA DOT Highway 77N Intersection Improvement

PWD Caime reported on a GA DOT investigation at the intersection of Highway 77 and Lavonia Highway/Junction 77 road. PWD Caime reported the intersection is dangerous and has resulted in numerous accidents. He recommended redoing the intersection and/or installing a traffic light.
The GA DOT would not install a traffic light and they are unable to do a major make-over with their funds. There is Federal funding available for the GA DOT to utilize on this intersection for a “round-about”. This is basically a circle at the intersection with a landscape center. All traffic must slow down and enter the circle. Traffic then travels around the circle to go in the direction they intend to travel. Traffic entering the circle must yield to traffic already in the circle. 
The GA DOT had offered this option as the only large scale safety improvement available. They asked that the County support this project so they can move forward with attempting to secure the funds. 
Commissioner Myers moved to support the project. Gary Hamilton voiced his opinon of this subject. Commissioner Reyen provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 2-1. Chairman Johnson opposed.
15. Public Comment

None

16. Executive Session

None

17. Adjournment

Commissioner Reyen moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Myers provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

------------------------------------------



----------------------------------------

Brandon Johnson, Chairman




Betty Floyd, Associate Clerk
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