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Hart County Board of Commissioners

March 8, 2007 Joint City County Meeting Minutes

6:00 p.m.

A joint meeting of the City of Hartwell and the Hart County Board of Commissioners was held March 8, 2007.   All members of the Hart County Board of Commissioners were present.
City Gas Line Extension to I-85 Area
The City discussed the potential to have the County share in the cost for the City to run their gas line from N. Hart Elementary School to I-85.  The City stated that with the new Fenner Dunlop plants gas usage, no additional gas usage can be accommodated at the I-85 area using the existing gas line from Toccoa’s system.  

The County explained that the City of Hartwell had agreed to be the provider of natural gas to the I-85 area when the County made plans 10 years ago to develop the I-85 area and that the city would benefit from the growth in this area with profits in natural gas.  The County’s position was that due to financial concerns, the County could not participate in the funding of this line and if they did they would expect a share in the profits.
The City agreed that the provision of gas to I-85 was an agreement the City made 10 years ago and that the City should be responsible for funding this gas to fulfill its prior commitment.
Mega Ramp
The City and County agreed to work on finalizing an intergovernmental agreement for the construction, operation and maintenance, and event management of a new Mega Ramp facility at Vanna Waller road near the City of Hartwell.
Animal Shelter
County Administrator Caime explained that there are three cost components with this issue, 1. the cost to construct a facility, 2. the cost to operate and maintain the facility and 3.  the cost for animal control.  He presented some preliminary estimates for 1 & 2.

Commissioner Mize explained that the animal shelter advisory committee met and needs a few months to evaluate options for addressing the need of an animal shelter and animal control.
No action was taken on this issue.

Other Issues:

David Little asked the County to consider a sign ordinance to regulate large signs especially in and around the City of Hartwell such as the large billboard recently installed on a county “island” inside the City of Hartwell.
With no further action the meeting adjourned.
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