Hart County Board of Commissioners
April 26, 2011

5:30 p.m.

The Hart County Board of Commissioners met April 26, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. at the Hart County Administrative & Emergency Services Center.

Chairman Brandon Johnson presided with Commissioners Daniel Reyen, William Myers and Joey Dorsey in attendance.  Commissioner RC Oglesby was absent still recuperating from surgery.
1. Prayer

Prayer was offered by Rev. Brad Goss.

2. Pledge of Allegiance

Everyone stood in observance of the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Call to Order

Chairman Johnson called the meeting to order.

4. Welcome
Chairman Johnson welcomed those in attendance.

5. Approve Agenda

Commissioner Reyen moved to adopt the meeting agenda with the addition of items 14b) Recreation Dept bid request and 14c) Northeast Georgia Animal Shelter.  Chairman Johnson provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 4-0.

6. Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting

· 4/12/11 Regular Meeting

Commissioner Reyen moved to approve the minutes of the April 12, 2011 meeting.  Commissioner Myers provided a second to the motion, questioning if CA Duncan had emailed Commissioner Reyen the impact the resolved appeals had on the original digest; as indicated in the minutes. Commissioner Reyen stated he had not received the information. The motion carried 4-0.

7. Remarks By Invited Guests, Committees, Authorities

· UGA Archway Ilka McConnell Presentation of Historic Hartwell Walking Tour

Ilka McConnell gave the quarterly Archway update. Ms. McConnell reported support with the City of Hartwell and Georgia Mountains to develop the Hartwell’s Historic Railroad District Master Plan. The City will use the plan to apply for upcoming Transporting Enhancement grants.  Commissioner Reyen thanked Archway for the tremendous effort put forth to enhance Hart County.
8. Reports By Constitutional Officers & Department Heads

CA Gordon announced a real-estate closure on a small tract to house the Air Line water tank.
CA Gordon invited all to the week-end presentation of the Will Rogers Follies at the High School Fine Arts Center.

14a) Old Henry’s Church Cemetery

CA Gordon stated he had researched the law allowing public funds to be used to restore abandoned cemeteries.  Commissioner Dorsey moved to have the Road Department coordinate with Whitworth Parole Center for labor and the use of a truck to haul the debris cleared by Parole labor. Motion died from lack of a second.  Commissioner Myers offered the use of his personal truck and trailer if the private sector volunteers to do the clearing.  Commissioner Dorsey offered help as well. Gary Hamilton offered his pick-up. Commissioner Reyen requested cable viewers to come forward with help. Chairman Johnson moved to direct CA Caime to send a letter to Whitworth Parole Center requesting labor.  Commissioner Dorsey provided a second to the motion.  Commissioner Reyen stated he would only be in favor if the private section takes the project lead. The motion carried 3-1. Commissioner Reyen opposed

9. County Administrator’s Report

None

10. Chairman’s Report

Chairman Johnson noted Commissioner Oglesby’s continued surgical recuperating. 

11. Commissioners’ Reports

Commissioner Reyen noted the upcoming May 12th Board of Health meeting, with the question of who is responsible for the health regulations recently adopted by the County.  CA Gordon will address this question at May 10th BOC meeting. 
Commissioner Myers had recently attended a BOEq meeting. The BOEq wished to thanks Appraiser Brad Goss for the good job he is doing interacting with Hart County property owners. Commissioner Myers commended the BOEq for handling over 300 hearings monthly.

Commissioner Dorsey stated he would be out of town due his full-time employer requirements for the May 12th BOC meeting.

12. Consent Agenda

None

13. Old Business

a) First Reading Revisions to Ordinance 2-266

Commissioner Myers moved to accept as the first reading the removal of Ordinance 2-266 from the official Ordinances book. County Commissioner Reyen provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 4-0.


b) Purchasing Policy

Discussion was made on the wording in the County Purchasing policy.
14. New Business

a) Old Henry’s Church Cemetery

Covered in item 8.


b) Recreation Dept Bid Request

RD Owens requested permission to begin the bidding process on the fall 2011 football equipment.

Commissioner Reyen moved to allow advertising for the fall 2011 football equipment. Commissioner Dorsey provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 4-0.

c) Northeast Georgia Animal Shelter
Sherry Reeve gave a slide presentation on the operating expenses and revenues thus far for their fiscal year beginning January 1 and requested $54,000 from Hart County for fiscal year 2012. Ms. Reeve stated they had received a large bequest; with the funds being used for capital projects and not the day to day operations. Chairman Johnson stated the question was how much service Hart County really wanted and that a cap may need to be set. Once the cap is met no more services would be offered by the Shelter to Hart County citizens.

Commissioner Reyen noted the public health and safety is the area that has to be covered.  Once this issue is addressed the County’s responsibility ends.

John McGarity stated $43,500 the same as 2011 would be acceptable. Commissioner Dorsey moved to provide the 2012 funding at the 2011 level of $43,500. Commissioner Myers expressed a desire to wait until Commissioner Oglesby was present to take a vote. Motion died from lack of a second. 

Chairman Johnson stated he had talked with Elbert County about the possibility of using their shelter at greatly reduced funding.  

Commissioner Reyen stated the present contract with Northeast Animal Shelter states a sixty-day notice must be given in order to terminate.  
15. Public Comment

None

16. Executive Session

None

17. Adjournment

Commissioner Reyen moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Myers provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 4-0.

--------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------

Brandon Johnson, Chairman



Betty Floyd, Associate Clerk
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