
Hart County Board of Commissioners

April 27, 2010

5:30 p.m.

The Hart County Board of Commissioners met April 27, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. at the Hart County Administrative & Emergency Services Center. 

Chairman Joey Dorsey presided with Commissioners R C Oglesby, Daniel Reyen, Brandon Johnson and Ken Brown in attendance. 

1. Prayer

Prayer was offered by Commissioner Johnson. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

Everyone stood in observance of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. Call to Order  

Chairman Dorsey called the meeting to order. 

4. Welcome 

Chairman Dorsey welcomed those in attendance. 

5. Approve Agenda  

Commissioner Reyen moved to amend and approve the meeting agenda as follows:

Remove item 7 Tax Commissioner Burl Pierce Budget Shortfall

Add item 14 d) Addition of Weaver Trail into the county road system 

Commissioner Johnson provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

6. Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting(s) 

· 4/13/2010 Regular Meeting 

Commissioner Reyen moved to amend and approve the minutes of the April 13, 2010 regular meeting. Commissioner Johnson provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

7. Remarks by Invited Guests, Committees, Authorities  

· Imagination Library Proclamation 

Commissioner Oglesby moved to adopt the Imagination Library Proclamation as presented by Mary Gidley. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

8. Reports by Constitutional Officers & Department Heads 

County Attorney Walter Gordon reported that he will have a draft contract between the county and NE Georgia Animal Shelter ready to be presented at the next regular meeting. 

Attorney Gordon thanked the BOC for their efforts to contact Senator Butterworth and Representative Alan Powell concerning funding for the Public Defender’s conflict resolution budget. He added that currently the funding will remain in the state budget for 2011. 

Attorney Gordon invited everyone to attend on of the upcoming “Smoke on the Mountain” presentations at Hart Community Theatre. 

· BOA – Update on Appeals Status  

BOA chair Jim McMullan gave a preliminary update on the appeals status as follows: 980 interviews have been conducted; 1151 are scheduled through June; 326 are scheduled in July; they have approximately 4,800 real property appeals out of 17,266 parcels; 2,900 personal property returns for 2010; 232 personal property appeals; and the 2009 digest is perfectly aligned and the objective is to move forward with the process.  
Commissioner Reyen stated that for some time now he has asked for a manual on “How to read a property card”.  Mr. McMullan responded that the manual has not been completed. 
Commissioner Reyen asked about the legal costs for the estimated 4,800 appeals. Mr. McMullan responded that there is no way of knowing what the legal costs will be at this time. 

Chairman Dorsey commented that in the revaluation process 1/3 of the parcels stayed the same, some decreased and the remainder increased. 

Mr. McMullan reported that they received 881 assessment notices returned undeliverable. 
Commissioner Reyen asked about when the 2009 digest would be completed. Mr. McMullan responded that it is too early to estimate that but the process is one step at a time and also noted that the 2010 digest will be late. 

Chief Appraiser Rebecca Duncan reported that they are in the process of entering the undeliverable assessment notices on a spreadsheet; the Probate Judge will certify the list. Once the list is certified it will be placed on the bulletin board in the courthouse. That will allow the property owner time to contact the BOA office, change their address and will give the individuals 30 days to respond to the assessment notice. 
Mr. McMullan reported that County Administrator Caime notified the BOA office indicating that the three temporary employee’s position will terminate when the individuals reach earnings of $3,300. Mr. McMullen requested extending their time through the month of July. County Administrator Caime explained that the BOC policy to cap temporary pay at $3,300 was in response to GA DOL requirements on unemployment compensation.   
After a brief discussion on the request to extend the temporary positions through the month of July, Commissioner Reyen moved to turn the issue over to the County Attorney for review and recommendation at the next regular scheduled meeting. Commissioner Johnson provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

9. County Administrator’s Report  

County Administrator Jon Caime reported that “No through trucks” signs are in place on the county roads that were specified in the newly adopted No Through Truck Ordinance.

He reported that the BOC will hold a work session with the City of Hartwell officials May 24, 2010 at 5:00 p.m.  The DOT STIP meeting is scheduled May 19, 2010 at 1:30 p.m. at the DOT headquarters in Gainesville. 
10. Chairman’s Report   

Chairman Dorsey reported that the possible topics for discussion with the City of Hartwell officials are inmate housing; Hart State Park; Service Delivery Strategy; LOST and re-approbation. 

He also reported that a meeting is scheduled at the Public Defender’s office in Royston May 15, 2010 and that FOX News will be in Hart County May 12, 2010. 

11. Commissioners’ Reports  
None 

12. Consent Agenda  

None

13. Old Business  

a)  First Reading Changing Ordinance 46-191 Rear Setback  

Commissioner Reyen moved to table the issue until more information can be obtained from surrounding counties in order to ensure we don’t adversely affect real estate in Hart County. Commissioner Oglesby provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

14. New Business 
a) American Legion Request to Use Courthouse Grounds 

Commander Howard noted that the American Legion places memorials for all veterans of Hart County that have lost their lives in line of duty. They will place 67 memorials plus 1 additional memorial to honor unknown veterans. Commissioner Oglesby moved to allow the American Legion to place memorials on the courthouse grounds.  Commissioner Oglesby made a motion to approve this request, seconded by Commissioner Reyen, passed 5-0.
Commander Howard thanked the BOC on behalf of the American Legion for allowing the memorials to be placed on the courthouse grounds.  
Motion carried 5-0.

          b) First Reading of Revisions to Art. 1, Chapter 50(Moving Mobile Homes out of the County) 

Chairman Dorsey explained that a problem we currently have is when a mobile home is moved out of the county such as repossession, there are unpaid taxes and fees.  Chairman Dorsey moved to enact a moratorium on moving mobile homes out of the county, effective immediately, and adopt the revision as the first reading. Commissioner Reyen provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

c) Discussion on Ordinance 66 Article III   

After a brief discussion the County Administrator Caime was directed to place this item on the next regular scheduled meeting as the first reading.
d) Adopt Weaver Trail into the county road system  
PW Director Caime explained that the County has secured ROW for this private road to a length of 0.215 miles.  He also explained that there was an issue with a strip of apparently abandoned land at the entrance to this road that County Attorney Walter Gordon has reviewed and does not see a problem with.  Commissioner Brown moved to adopt 0.215 miles of Weaver Trail into the county road system. Chairman Dorsey provided a second to motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

15. Public Comment 

Jim Dennis commented on the property tax issue. 

Mary Beth Richardson Focer commented on the temporary employees status; encouraged Commissioner Reyen to run for re-election; and officials attendance at events. 
16.  Executive Session 

None

17.  Adjournment  

Commissioner Oglesby moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Reyen provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------

Joey Dorsey, Chairman



Lawana Kahn, County Clerk
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