Hart County Board of Commissioners

Called Meeting

August 2, 2007

5:30 p.m.

The Hart County Board of Commissioner met August 2, 2007 at 5:30 p.m. at the Hart County Administrative & Emergency Services Center.

Chairman R C Oglesby, Commissioners Daniel Reyen, Gary Mize, Ken Brown and Joey Dorsey were in attendance. 

Chairman Oglesby called the meeting to order and stated the purpose of the meeting is to discuss the N.E. Georgia Animal Shelter. 

Cheryl Reeves representative of the NE Georgia Animal Shelter stated that they are brain storming ideas to accommodate the needs of the shelter. They have looked at several alternatives to expand the facility, 1 being a brick and mortar building at $150,000 or a modular building which would allow them to free up runs for larger animals. 
Frank Ginn, Franklin County Manager, remarked that expanding the shelter and pooling the resources to operate it between Hart, Franklin County and the city municipalities would better serve the tax payers. 

Cheryl Costin commented that the NE Georgia Animal Shelter is not convenient for the citizens of Hart County and that they are turning down 10-15 animals per day. The county needs to seriously consider purchasing the $150,000 facility from Mr. Carter and having the shelter in Hart County. 

Nolan Carter noted that it would be impossible to operate a no kill shelter. He would have the shelter open to the public until 7:00 p.m. Monday - Friday, and part of the day Saturday & Sunday. 

Chairman Oglesby reported that the City of Hartwell officials and the county have not met to discuss the MOU. 

Keith Turnman, City of Royston, stated that they provide animal control services to Hart County citizens located in the city limits. 
Roy Carter encouraged the BOC to consider a shelter in Hart County. 

Gregg Costin stated that expanding the NE Georgia Animal Shelter would not solve Hart County's animal problem. He commented on the distance to the shelter in Franklin County. He also commented on the durability of a modular unit. 
David Jordan, City of Royston, asked if it would be possible to purchase Mr. Carter building and place it at the N.E. Georgia Animal Shelter. 

Chairman Oglesby discussed the concept of creating a satellite station to house animals in Hart County that would later be delivered to the N.E. Georgia Shelter. 

Commissioner Dorsey suggested having a joint committee from each jurisdiction to research the issue on a regional basis. 

Harris Little, City of Carnesville, noted that it is better to share the cost to operate the N.E. Georgia Animal Shelter with Hart County. 
Nolan Carter stated that he could run a shelter for $78,400 and additional funding would come from other sources. He said he offered the shelter to Hart County for $170,000 but would not offer it to anyone else at the cost. 

Chairman Oglesby suggested that each entity that contributes to the N.E. Georgia Animal Shelter appoint 2 individuals to serve on a committee to research the possibility of placing a substation in Hart County. Furthermore, one individual from N.E. Georgia Animal Shelter and one from the Animal Shelter Advisory Board would also be represented on the research committee. 
Donna Madkiff begged the BOC for a shelter in Hart County. 

Dr. Maria Smith, chair of the Animal Shelter Advisory Board, questioned why they weren't invited to attend the meeting. 

Cathy Lyon commented on the need for a shelter in the county and the BOC's discussion pertaining to an animal control ordinance several years ago. 

With no further discussion, Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Mize provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

____________________________________
______________________________

R C Oglesby, Chairman



Lawana Kahn, County Clerk
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