Hart County Board of Commissioners
December 8, 2009

5:30 p.m.

The Hart County Board of Commissioners met December 8, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. at the Hart County Administrative & Emergency Services Center.

Chairman Daniel Reyen presided with Commissioners Joey Dorsey, RC Oglesby and Brandon Johnson in attendance.  Commissioner Ken Brown was absent due to sickness.

1. Prayer

Prayer was offered by Rev. Brad Goss.

2. Pledge of Allegiance

Chairman Reyen lead in the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Call to Order

Chairman Reyen called the meeting or order.

4. Welcome

Chairman Reyen welcomed those in attendance.

5. Approve Agenda

Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the meeting agenda.  Commissioner Oglesby provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.

6. Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting(s)

· 11/10/09 Regular Meeting

Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the 11/10/09 regular meeting minutes.  Chairman Reyen provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.

· 11/30/09 Regular Meeting(reschedule of 11/24/09 regular meeting)
Chairman Reyen moved to amend and approve the 11/30/09 regular meeting minutes.  Commissioner Johnson provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.

7. Remarks by Invited Guests, Committees, Authorities

None

8. Reports by Constitutional Officers & Department Heads

· County Attorney Walter Gordon – BOA DOR Order Appeal

Attorney Gordon announced the Water Authority had opened bids for the Southwest System Expansion project which will connect with the City of Royston.  The Water Authority will soon be letting for bids the Rocky Ford area water project.  These two projects will greatly expand the accessibility of water to homes and businesses within Hart County.
Attorney Gordon reviewed the county’s response to the Georgia DOR regarding the 2008 County Tax Digest.  The letter requested an appeal of the Order and the accompanying invoice for penalties and taxes due.  The basis for the appeal was the inadequacy of the time period available to the County to correct prior deficiencies in the Digest.  
Attorney Gordon pointed out the increase in Appraisal staff as well as the increase in training for the staff and Assessor Board members.  The operation budget for the office has also increased significantly.  
Attorney Gordon expressed the great loss to the citizens of Hart County with the death of Jerry Cleveland.  Mr. Cleveland had given long years of service to the school system and most recently service on the Water Authority Board.

9. County Administrator’s Report

None

10. Chairman’s Report

None

11. Commissioners’ Reports

Commissioner Dorsey echoed the county’s loss with the death of Jerry Cleveland.  Commissioner Dorsey wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
12. Consent Agenda

None

13. Old Business

a)Rec Advisory Board Appointments (3)

Commissioner Oglesby moved to appoint Bob Frey Position #1, Mark White Position #2 and Jeff Tallent Position #3 to the Recreation Advisory Board, with their terms to expire December 31, 2012.  Commissioner Johnson provided a second to the motion.  Chairman Reyen express a concern with the close affiliation of two of the applicants with the Little League.  The Rec Advisory Board is to represent all programs at the Rec Department.  The motion carried 4-0.

b)DFACS Board Appointment

Chairman Reyen moved to appoint Shelvy H. Myers to the DFACS Board with the term to expire June 30, 2010.  Commissioner Dorsey provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.

c)Health Board Appointments(2)

Commissioner Oglesby moved to appoint Thelma R. Estrich to the Health Board with the term to expire December 31, 2015.  Commissioner Dorsey provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.  Commissioner Oglesby moved to re-advertise the appointment.  Chairman Reyen provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.


d)Tax Assessor Board Appointment

Commissioner Dorsey moved to table the re-appointment of James McMullan until the December 17, 2009 Called Meeting, in order to gain further clarification between the BOA and BOC concerning the BOA office.  Commissioner Oglesby stated that Mr. McMullan has a tremendous amount of knowledge with his work with G.M.A.S.S. and not reappointing him will not make the problems within the office go away.  Chairman Reyen stated James McMullan has done a decent job in the office.  He is cantankerous and obnoxious, but so have all the other past Chairmen in that office been.  Chairman Reyen had a problem with where the Assessor Board would head without Mr. McMullan.  
Commissioner Oglesby then moved to re-appoint Mr. McMullan.  Chairman Reyen stated there are five members on the Assessor Board and only three votes are needed to carry any action.  Chairman Reyen provided a second to Commissioner Oglesby’s motion.  Commissioner Oglesby stated the Assessor Board knows what needs to be done to take care of the problems within their office; if they chose not to correct the problems then the BOC needs to take action.  
Commissioner Dorsey agreed there are problems within the Assessor office; but a decision does not need to be made tonight about the re-appointment of Mr. McMullan.  Commissioner Dorsey wanted to get more clarification on the problems within the Assessor office.  
Commissioner Johnson explained the problems could not be handled by the BOC; state law directs the Assessor office staff be handled by the Assessor Board.  Commissioner Johnson stated he doubted if any additional information would be gained in one week.   Commissioner Johnson provided the second to Commissioner Dorsey’s motion to table any action until December 17, 2009.  
Assessor Board members Lloyd Cowart expressed that not all of his Board members knew of the recent problems within their office; they would need time to review the problems and felt a lot of them could be resolved at a December 10th BOA meeting.  Mr. Cowart stated serving on the Assessor Board is very hard and they want every opportunity to finish the re-val job.  Commissioner Oglesby asked if Mr. Cowart was familiar with the duties of the Chief Appraiser.  Mr. Cowart stated he is becoming more knowledgeable.  Chairman Reyen stated that GMASS is doing quality work and we need to ensure the continual quality of the re-val.  Commissioner Dorsey asked if the Assessor Board had looked into bulk postage rates.  Ms. Starks stated they were looking into the matter.
Assessor Garner Peek stated he has talked with Mr. McMullan and they are aware of the problems and will try their best to solve them.  The assessment notices will go out only when they feel they are correct.  Commissioner Johnson felt the BOC needed assurance that when the time comes for the Assessors to make the necessary changes and correct the problems, they will.
Chairman Reyen called for any further comments.  The motion to table the re-appointment of Mr. McMullan until December 17, 2009 carried 4-0.


e)RC&D Board Appointments(2)

Commissioner Dorsey moved to appoint Tony Haynie to the RC&D Board with the term to expire December 31, 2010.  Commissioner Oglesby provided the second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.  Commissioner Oglesby moved to re-advertise for the RC&D Board.  Commissioner Johnson provided the second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.


f)DBHDD Board Appointment

CA Caime reported no applications were received for the DBHDD Board.  Commissioner Oglesby moved to re-advertise.  Chairman Reyen provided the second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.


g)Environmental Health Ordinance Second Reading
Chairman Reyen explained that this ordinance would make the rules and regulations promulgated by the Georgia Department of Community Health fall under the jurisdiction of the Hart County Magistrate Court.  Commissioner Johnson questioned if the City of Hartwell was satisfied with the proposed ordinance.  Environmental Health Specialist Leard stated the City seemed to be satisfied.  Chairman Reyen moved to accept the second reading of the ordinance.  Commissioner Dorsey provided the second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.

Chairman Reyen excused himself and at this time Vice-Chairman Dorsey chaired the meeting.


h)Approval of Revised Rec Bylaws
Commissioner Oglesby moved to approve the revised Rec Bylaws.  Commissioner Johnson provided the second to the motion.  The motion carried 3-0.
14. New Business

a)B&W License Renewals

Commissioner Oglesby moved to approve the following 2010 licenses:

Class “A”

Frohullers LLC


Hartwell Golf Club Inc

The Members Only  (new owner)

Class “B”

Dad’s Mini Market

Lakeside Foodmart

M&M Foodmart

Royston 3689 Food Mart LLC

Royston 8742 Food Mart LLC

Royal Food Store #4

Uncle Charlie’s Nuberg Food Mart

Vanna Country Store

Class “C”
Leon Farmer & Company
Commissioner Dorsey provided the second to the motion.  (At this time Chairman Reyen re-entered the meeting)  The motion carried 4-0.

Commissioner Dorsey moved to approve the 2010 B&W license renewal for Max Saver, Class “B”.  The renewal application was not received until November 20, 1009.  The ordinance states renewal applications must be received by November 15th of each year however the County has already set precedent with past actions by granting a similar variance.  The motion to grant the license carried 3-1.  Commissioner Johnson opposed.

b)Final FY’09 Budget Amendment
Commissioner Oglesby moved to approve the final  FY’09 budget amendment.  Chairman Reyen provided the second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.


c)Bid Opening Workman’s Comp Insurance

Bids were received from the following vendors:

Wells Fargo
ACCG

Chairman Reyen moved to give the bids to CA Caime for his review.  Commissioner Oglesby provided the second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.


d)Bid Opening Health Insurance

Bids were received from the following vendors:
Gateway Financial



David Strickland & Associates

Franklin Ins Agency



Shaw Hankins

MSI Benefits Group Inc


Barbara Brooks

Lieben Marketing Services

Commissioner Dorsey moved to give the bids to CA Caime for his review.  Commissioner Johnson provided the second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.


e) Bid opening Road Pipe

Bids were received from the following vendors:

Cherokee Culvert Co



Southeast Culvert

Advanced Drainage Systems


Smith Setzer & Sons

Commissioner Oglesby moved to give the bids to CA Caime for his review.  Chairman Reyen provided the second to the bid.  The motion carried 4-0.


f)Bid Opening Jail Food

Tater House Grille was the only bid received.  Chairman Reyen moved to hold the bid unopened and ask Tater House Grille if they would keep their present prices.  Commissioner Johnson provided the second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.


g)Bid Opening Uniforms

No bids were received.


h)Bid Opening HVAC Maintenance

Bids were received from the following vendors:

JPJ Development



B & C Mechanical

McGee HVAC



Bradford Mechanical

Commissioner Johnson moved to give the bids to CA Caime for his review.  Commissioner Oglesby provided the second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.


i)Bid Opening Landscape Services

JPJ Development



B & M Excavating

College Pro 
North Georgia Landscape Group

Rainwater Landscaping

Commissioner Dorsey moved to give the bids to CA Caime for his review.  Chairman Reyen provided the second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.

Commissioner Johnson asked if the county had a contract with our present retirement benefit carrier.  CA Caime stated he would look into the present carrier’s plan.


j)Hart County Humane Society Holding Facility Proposal

Donna Madiff from the Hart County Humane Society requested assistance in providing a location to temporarily house stray dogs and cats.  Commissioner Dorsey reported he had talked with Sheriff Cleveland and the Sheriff had concerns about locating a temporary facility near the County Jail.  The facility would too near residents dwelling, inmates could possibly be bitten or scratched by the animals and there would be an interaction with citizens creating a risk for contraband distribution.  

Commissioner Oglesby suggested Ms. Madiff talk with Warden Frankie Teasley at the Whitworth Parolee Center about Parolee labor for a location near the Center. Commissioner Oglesby stated that there are people problems that are more important animal issues right now.    

Chairman Reyen stated when the paid City employee transports animals from the City facility to the Northeast Georgia Animal Shelter the animals are accepted, when county residents take stray animals to the Shelter they are turned away.  He questioned the difference as the City employee represents the people as well.  Commissioner Oglesby moved to table anymore discussion until after the first of year.  The motion failed from lack of a second.


k)First Reading of Revision to Section 2-66.

Chairman Reyen moved to accept the first reading of revision to Section 2-66 changing the time of the second monthly meeting of the BOC to 5:30 p.m.  Commissioner Johnson provided the second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.

15. Public Comment

None

16. Executive Session

None

17. Adjournment

Commissioner Oglesby moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Johnson provided the second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.

-------------------------------------------


--------------------------------------

Daniel W. Reyen, Chairman



Betty Floyd, Associate County Clerk
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