
Hart County Board of Commissioners

March 24th, 2009

7:00 p.m.

The Hart County Board of Commissioners met March 24th, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Hart County Administrative & Emergency Services Center. 

Chairman Daniel Reyen presided with Commissioners R C Oglesby, Brandon Johnson, Ken Brown and Joey Dorsey in attendance. 

1. Prayer 

Prayer was offered by Jim Winn of Liberty Congregational Church. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

Everyone stood in observance of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. Call to Order 

Chairman Reyen called the meeting to order. 

4. Welcome

Chairman Reyen welcomed those in attendance. 

5. Approve Agenda 

Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the meeting agenda. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0.
6. Approve Minutes 

· 3/10/09 Regular Meeting 

Commissioner Dorsey moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on March 10th, 2009. Commissioner Oglesby provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

7. Remarks By Invited Guests, Committees, Authorities  

None
8. Reports By Constitutional Officers & Department Heads 

County Attorney Walter Gordon reported that he has examined the invoices for the court ordered attorney fees for juvenile deprivation cases in Hart County that are not handled by the Public Defender’s office. He explained that these are for deprivation cases which have always been the responsibility of the County to pay for.  The reason these are higher this year than in years past is because of the abnormally high number of deprivation cases that DFACs has brought to the court system.  He further commented that these deprivation cases are not the result of an unfunded mandate from the State.  He recommended paying the deprivation invoices. He further stated there is a possible solution to hire an additional attorney in the Public Defender’s office to handle the cases at a cost of $10,000 - $15,000 per county in the Northern Judicial Circuit. 
Attorney Gordon also reported that the Water & Sewer Authority took action on the Gateway 2 Water & Sewer Project to authorize use of water funds unless there are other funds available to share the cost of the project. 

Commissioner Dorsey voiced his concern that the voters passed the referendum for water projects and did not want to mislead them by including the sewer project. Attorney Gordon responded that the two components can be separated and allocated under water and sewer under economic development.  
· Deprivation cases
Commissioner Oglesby moved to approve the payment of the outstanding invoices. Commissioner Johnson provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 
9. County Administrator’s Report  

County Administrator Jon Caime reported that the Literacy Center will start job skill classes next month to assist the unemployed. 
· DCA has extended the Animal Shelter Grant until December 2, 2009. 

· That he was successful in his efforts to secure an ARC grant in the amount of $500,000 for widening Knox Bridge Crossing Road in front of Gateway Industrial Park part II.

Commissioner Johnson inquired about the SPLOST revenues. Administrator Caime responded that January 2009 sales tax revenues were 8% higher than 2009 which is the first time in ten months that we have seen positive year over year sales tax revenues.  He also cautioned that this does not indicate that sales tax revenues will continue to remain strong and he cautioned against being overly optimistic at this point. 

10. Chairman’s Report  

Chairman Reyen recognized Lorraine Cleveland for her dedication to the county for the past ten years upon her retirement. 
11. Commissioners’ Reports  

Commissioner Dorsey reported that the Board is invited to opening day of the Little League is scheduled at 11:00 a.m. March 28th, 2009. 

Commissioner Dorsey offered his condolences to the family of Jimmy Lawrence.

12. Consent Agenda  

None

13. Old Business

a) Bid Award Gateway 2 Water & Sewer Project 

Commissioner Oglesby moved to award the Gateway 2 Water & Sewer Project to Dodd Construction; $95,000 from Economic Development remainder from water allocations. Commissioner Dorsey provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0.

b) Bid Award Sheriff Office Soffit & Gutters  

Commissioner Johnson moved to award the soffit & gutter project to Phillips Brothers. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0.

c) Bid Opening Rec Field Groomer 

Sealed bids were opened from the following vendors: 
· Beacon Athletics $3,298.00
· Reist Industries   $4,680.00
Commissioner Oglesby moved to defer the bids to the County Administrator for review and recommendation. Commissioner Dorsey provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

  
   d)  Acceptance of Lyle Lane as County Road  

Commissioner Oglesby moved to accept 0.056 mile of Lyle Lane into the County Road System. Commissioner Dorsey provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 
14. New Business

None

15. Public Comment 

None

16. Executive Session 

None

17. Adjournment   

Commissioner Oglesby moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

----------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------

Daniel Reyen, Chairman


Lawana Kahn, County Clerk
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