Hart County Board of Commissioners
September 14, 2010

5:30 p.m.

Hart County Board of Commissioners met September 14, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. at the Hart County Administrative & Emergency Services Center.

Chairman Joey Dorsey presided with Commissioners RC Oglesby, Ken Brown, Brandon Johnson and Daniel Reyen in attendance.

1. Prayer

Prayer was offered by Rev Brad Goss.

2. Pledge of Allegiance

Everyone stood in observance of the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Call to Order

Chairman Dorsey called the meeting to order.

4. Welcome

Chairman Dorsey welcomed those in attendance.

5. Approve Agenda

Commissioner Reyen moved to approve the agenda as follows:


Remove item #7)Ilka Decker-Update on UGA/Hart County Archway Programs

Commissioner Johnson provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.

6. Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting(s)

· 8/24/10 Regular Meeting

· 8/24/10 Budget Work Session

Commissioner Reyen moved to approve the minutes of the previous meetings.  Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.

7. Remarks By Invited Guests, Committees, Authorities

· Property Owners Association Presentation

Representatives of the Hart County Property Owners Association gave a presentation of their opinion on the recent property revaluation. The HCPOA pointed to a lack of general trust in the Hart County Board of Assessors and questioned the technical aspects of the revaluation of lakefront properties.  
Commissioner Reyen stated in his talks with numerous residents throughout the county the Hart County Taxpayers continue to have mistrust in the abilities of the current Board of Assessors to fulfill their duties.  He also stated that the Appraisers office is the most staffed and has the highest budget of all surrounding counties but the Hart County Tax Assessors office has hired an outside firm costing over $1,000,000, to do the work of the Assessors.  

Commissioner Reyen stated with over 4,700 appeals made on the 2009 revaluation something is definitely wrong.  He voiced the concerns of the Taxpayers that there is no clear understanding of the results of the revaluation.  He stated that last years millage rate was set temporarily by using the 2008 digest and now the 2010 millage rate is about to be set using the same 2008 digest.   He questioned when this process will be finalized so we can set a permanent digest.

Commissioner Reyen stated Tax Payers have complained to him that when they have gone to the Assessors office to ask for an explanation of the codes on the property card, the Appraiser staff did not know what the codes were.  The Board of Commissioners is not getting the information needed to address the public’s concerns about the Tax Assessors office and the revaluation, therefore according to Hart County Code of Ordinance as read in section 2-71 The chairman of the Board of Commissioners may appoint committees composed of members of the board and citizens at large to study matters involving the good and welfare of the county..., Commissioner Reyen urged the consideration of appointing qualified citizens to  examine and understand the  property appraisal process and to determine issues that need resolution within the BOA offices and operations.  
Commissioner Oglesby moved to establish such a committee.

Chairman Dorsey stated that the actions of the Board of Commissioners showed grave concerns with the Tax Assessors office and provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.  
Chairman Dorsey stated the Board of Commissioners has asked repeatedly for a fair, uniform and equitable tax digest and that the recent 2009 reval was a travesty.   
The BOC asked County Attorney Walter Gordon to review the laws and provide guidance on what the scope of this committee should be.

A property owner in the Shoal Creek area spoke on the appraisal process of agriculture land. 
· Charles Rice-Update on Agriculture Extension Programs
Charles Rice, UGA Extension Service Agent in Hart County spoke on the 2010 highlights including the Leadership Hart sessions, Stimulus funds from the Georgia Forestry Commission and the US Department of Agriculture utilizing local businesses for trees and planting,  twice weekly Farmers Market held in downtown Hartwell, he noted a large increase in demand for locally-grown produce, the soil and litter testing with all poultry and swine producers in Hart County, and the 4-H program.
7. Ilka Decker-Update on UGA/Hart County Archway Programs

Removed

8.  Reports By Constitutional Officers & Department Heads

None

9. County Administrator’s Report

None

10. Chairman’s Report

Chairman Dorsey announced Saturday, September 18, 2010 as the opening day for the 2010 football season at the Recreation Department.
11. Commissioners’ Reports

None

12. Consent Agenda

None

13. Old Business

     a)Bid Opening Fire Dept Turn Out Gear

Bids were received and opened for 9) sets of Firefighter Turn-out gear from the following companies:
First Choice Fire & Safety

$12,708.00

Municipal Emergency Service
$13,935.60

Poseidon




$13,412.00

Galls





$17,203.32
Commissioner Oglesby moved to turn the bids over to CA Caime and Fire Chief Byrum for review and recommendation.  Commissioner Reyen provided the second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.


b)Confirmation of the final contract Revisions for NEGA Contract
Commissioner Oglesby moved to adopt the contract with Northeast Georgia Animal Shelter, Inc.  Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.

c)FY’11 DHR Grant Contract
Senior Center Director Lisa Evans presented a contract with the Georgia Department of Human Resources for $32,000 in State assistance for transportation with the Aging and TANF programs.  Commissioner Oglesby moved to accept the contract.  Commissioner Reyen provided the second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0. 
14. New Business

a)BOR Request for Supplemental Funding

Chief Registrar Elizabeth Forbes requested $1,300 (including FICA tax) to take care of the extra early voting days to be incurred in FY’10 for the November 2, 2010 election.  Commissioner Oglesby moved to allow the supplemental funding.  Commissioner Johnson provided a second to the motion.  Commissioner Johnson explained the early voting time had been expanded to 45 days before the November 2, 2010 election day.  Senator Butterworth will re-address this in the next Legislative session and the added expense it has on rural counties. The motion carried 5-0.

b)Brannon Tax Release Application

Jackie Milford Brannon requested a tax release of $700. for Digest Year 2007.
Tax Appraiser Bruce Grant explained why the Board of Assessors had found no error made in the calculation of taxes due and that the property owner had failed to request an appeal with the Board of Tax Equalization before the October 4, 2007 deadline.  
Chairman Dorsey questioned what had caused the 3 year delay in the release request reaching the BOC, citing another example of no accountability in the Assessors office.  Chairman Dorsey moved to table the request until CA Gordon can research the request and provide guidance.  Commissioner Oglesby provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.

c)Approval of Temporary Collection Order Tax Millage

Commissioner Reyen moved to authorize the filing of a temporary tax collection order using the 2008 tax digest using the same millage rate set for 2008 for the 2010 temporary tax collection.  Chairman Dorsey provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.     CA Gordon noted he would notify the cities within Hart County of the decision.

d)Bid Award Fire Dept Turn Out Gear

CA Caime explained that the Fire Chief needed to do some research on the low bidder before making a recommendation. Commissioner Reyen moved to table the issue.  Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.
15. Public Comment

Jerry Canady commented on the FEMA mapping issues. 
16. Executive Session-Potential Litigation, Real Estate

Commissioner Reyen moved to adjourn into executive session to discuss potential litigation and real estate.  Chairman Dorsey provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.

Commissioner Reyen moved to come back into open session and adjourn the meeting with no further action taken.  Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.

With no further action Commissioner Oglesby made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.

--------------------------

--------------------------------------------------
Joey Dorsey, Chairman
Betty Floyd Associate County Clerk
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