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Hart County Board of Assessors

P.O. Box 810

165 W. Franklin Street

Hartwell, GA  30643

Board Members:  

James McMullan, Chairman

Anne Thompson

Lloyd Cowart

Ronda Starks

Garner Peck

The Hart County Board of Assessors met Thursday, November 18th, 2010 for a Regular Called meeting at the administration building. Those in attendance were Board of Assessor members: James McMullan, Chairman, Anne Thompson, Lloyd Cowart, Garner Peck (absent) & Ronda Starks. Those also in attendance were Rebecca Duncan, Chief Appraiser, Bruce Grant, Associate Chief Appraiser Gary Kappeler, Secretary, and members of the public.

Gary Kappeler took minutes for this meeting.  

Mr. McMullan, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 9:05 A.M.

Mrs. Starks opened with prayer.

Mr. McMullan, Chairman, made note that Mr. Peck was absent because he was attending a scheduled DOR class for the week.

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve agenda as presented. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Thompson. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mr. Peck not present)

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to approve minutes for November 4th, 2010 meeting as presented. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Starks. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mr. Peck not present)

Revaluation Update

Mr. Sherman was present on behalf of Juniper Court to discuss the Tax Assessor Office’s decision to not accept his appeal based on the premises that the appeal was not sent in a timely manner. Mr. Daughtry, Mr. Sherman’s attorney, spoke on his behalf. It was Mr. Daughtry’s contention that it was sent on time and that Mr. Sherman has verbally assured the chief appraiser, Mrs. Duncan, that it was sent in time, however no physical documentation was submitted to support this claim.

Mrs. Duncan showed the board the received appeal with the stamped date from when the post office received it which was stamped on April 27th and received in the office by Mr. Peck. And that there was no official stamp or postmarked date as to it being done before the appeal deadline on April 23rd.

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to postpone the issue until the first meeting in December on the 2nd when Mr. Peck returns since he was the one that received it. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Starks. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mr. Peck not present)

Mrs. Duncan informed the board that none of the BOE’s decisions have been forwarded back to the Tax Assessor’s Office as of yet and that if no response was made by the appellant within 30 days of the BOE’s decision then the BOE’s decision was final.

Mrs. Duncan informed the board that her projected timeline that was given to the BOC was based on finishing the entire digest. And that since the BOC’s interests are in reaching the 5 percent goal to be able to submit the digest that timeline would be significantly shorter. 

Mrs. Duncan informed the board that 63 BOE hearings have been done during the first cycle of hearings (November 8th – November 19th) that number is coming out of the 109 appeals that were originally sent to them.

Mrs. Duncan submitted a spreadsheet to the board that showed the number of appeals that were resolved with a 21-day notice and the number of appeals that were forwarded to the BOE and the total dollar amount of resolved appeals. (See attached spreadsheet)

Mrs. Duncan presented the board with 69, 21-day notices and 42 to be forwarded to the BOE.

Motion was made by Mr. Cowart to defer voting on the 69, 21-day notices and the 42 to be forwarded to the BOE until the board could adequately review them. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Thompson. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mr. Peck not present)

A BOA motion was made in response to the BOC resolution on November 9th 2010, the motion states the following:

Be it moved that:

Because the BOC resolution of November 9, 2010 represents unwarranted and unacceptable political interference with the Hart County Board of Assessors (BOA), and

Because the BOA holds dear its responsibilities to both the employees of the Hart County Tax Office and all property owners of Hart County to set values for the equitable and consistent sharing of the County tax burden,

BOA hereby declares its intention to perform its duties under the statutes of the State of Georgia and the rules and regulations of the Georgia Department of Revenue with regards to its independent supervision of the Tax Office,

BOA welcomes the review, input, and recommendations of the county administrator and would welcome his input to both BOA and BOC.

BOA reiterates that it is in the best interest of the property owners of Hart County for BOA to keep independent management of the tax office.

Further, the BOA requests the Hart County BOC to meet its commitment under the DOR Consent Order to provide reasonable and necessary funding of the Tax Office,

Further, the BOA requests $16,000 to permit the expedited completion of 2009 Appeals,

Further, the BOA requests $20,000 for legal fees resulting from any action of the BOC against the BOA for which the County Attorney cannot represent the BOA.

Motion made by Mr. Cowart to approve the BOA motion in response to the BOC resolution on November 9th 2010. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Thompson. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mr. Peck not present)

Public Communication

Mrs. Duncan informed the board that Tony Graham submitted his 2 week notice yesterday on November 17th 2010.

Mr. Graham was present and addressed the board on the matter of why he was leaving.

Mr. Cowart made a motion to give Mr. Graham a commendation for his hard work and efforts in the office. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Starks. Motion was passed by 4-0 consent. (Mr. Peck not present)

Mr. Cowart notified the rest of the board that he recently sold lot 4 in New Prospect Heights Subdivision and was in contract to lease property on 368 New Prospect Rd.

The board opened the floor for public comment.

Mr. Cowart made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:10A.M. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Thompson. Motion passed by 4-0 consent. (Mr. Peck not present)

The next regular scheduled meeting for the Board of Assessors will be Thursday December 2nd, at 9:00 A.M.
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* Documents are attached to the original minutes in the Tax Assessors Office. 

