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Hart County Board of Commissioners

Thursday July 7, 2016 Called Meeting
7:00 p.m.

1. Discussion on SPLOST V 
2. Other Business As Time Allows
The Hart County Board of Commissioners met July 7, 2016 at the Hart County Administrative & Emergency Services Center. 
Chairman Ricky Carter presided with Commissioners R C Oglesby and Jimmy Carey in attendance. Commissioner Joey Dorsey was a few minutes late. Commissioner Frankie Teasley was out of town. 

Recreation Director Jim Owens opened with prayer. 

Everyone stood in observance of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Chairman Carter welcomed those in attendance and called upon the City of Hartwell to present their SPLOST needs. 

City of Hartwell Mayor Brandon Johnson stated the city is supportive of a new jail; however they rely heavily on sales tax funding for water/sewer upgrades and loan repayments. 
Commissioner Oglesby reported he talked with Chief Davis concerning the possibility of housing inmates at the city jail. Mayor Johnson responded he felt that something could be worked out as long as the inmates are low risk. Mayor Johnson asked County Attorney Walter Gordon to clarify level 1 SPLOST projects. 

Attorney Gordon explained SPLOST is a limited tax to be followed by the letter of the law; examples of level 1 projects consists of courthouse, administration building, jail, correctional institute and health department; level 2  is for county and one or more municipalities within the county for water, fire, economic development, roads.
Town of Bowersville Mayor Jim Jordan called upon George Nolan to present their needs for SPLOST funding. 

Mr. Nolan stated they need funding to support infracture, roads/water, renovate water tower and replace 2” water lines to support fire hydrants. 

City of Canon Mayor George Bennett stated the need for SPLOST funding to support a new city ball park. 
City of Royston Mayor David Jordan iterated their need for SPLOST funds to match grants, water lines, fire, sewer expansion for economic development and joint projects with Franklin County. 
Economic Developer Dwayne Dye expressed the authority is very dependent on SPLOST; funds are vested in creating jobs for the area; and matching funds to offset grants. 
Commissioner Dorsey noted that everyone is dependent on SPLOST funds and to everyone’s best interest to delay putting SPLOST on the ballot for one year; further research the jail population issues. 
Water/Sewer Authority Director Pat Goran reported the authority needs revenues from SPLOST to pay back loans; matching grant funds for future grants. Without SPLOST the authority will have limited ability to expand the water lines. 

A resident from Reed Creek urged the BOC to increase funding to expand water lines into the Reed Creek area. 
Chairman W/S Authority Chairman Jerry Cannady stated without SPLOST funds it will be more difficult to expand water lines. 
Fire Chief Jerry Byrum stated the need for SPLOST funding to upgrade the training center, replace fire trucks, turnout gear, pagers and maintain or lower the ISO rating. 

Recreation Director Jim Owens stated SPLOST funds will be used to replace lighting at the parks and new recreation center. 

Interim County Administrator Terrell Partain iterated the need for SPLOST funding for county roads and matching funds for various grants. 

Commissioner Dorsey reported the majority of the inmate population is due to probationary violations which is the State of Georgia’s responsibility. 
Sheriff Mike Cleveland reported the current jail facility is designed to house ten female inmates; they are averaging twenty two, which means twelve are housed out in surrounding counties. 

Commissioner Dorsey moved to delay the putting SPLOST on the November 2016 ballot and to gather additional data to support a level 1 project. Commissioner Oglesby provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 4-0. 

Commissioner Oglesby moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Carey provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 4-0. 

----------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------

Ricky Carter, Chairman




Lawana Kahn, County Clerk
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